
Preparation for Success at  

University in the UK 

 



Introduction 

 Bellerbys College is an independent school with 
4 centres in the United Kingdom; 

 Provides GCSEs, A Level and Foundation 
courses enabling international students to get 
into all British universities; 

 Also provides preparation for masters degrees: 
MQP and Pre-Masters; 

 Over 800 students each year graduate from the 
college and go on to university; 

 Truly international mix with students from 69 
countries; 

 Small group specialist tuition (average 9 
students per class); 

 Founded in 1959 
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Routes into University for International Students: 
 

Bellerbys Foundation:  Academically rigorous foundation course 

 For students who have completed yr 12 or yr 11 (GCSE equivalent) 

 Guaranteed Entry to one of 50 partner universities; 

 9 months (one academic year); 

 

 

 

 

A Levels:   Unique UK High School Qualification 

 For students who have completed yr 11 (GCSE equiv.) or yr 10 (some 
countries) 

 Students aiming for very top universities and medicine, dentistry; 

 100+ Universities in UK and recognized worldwide; 

 2 years or 1.5 years; 

 

Bellerbys Diploma:  Enter 2nd year at university 

 For students who have A Levels or a Foundation, or completed high 
school from certain countries 

 Entry to a range of universities 

 9 months (one academic year) 

 



GCSE   UK High School leading into A Level or Foundation 
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UK High School, Year 10 and 11 
 
Suitable for students who want to go abroad earlier and spend more  
time in the UK, leads into A Level or Foundation 
 
Entry requirements:      
 Minimum age 14 
 IELTS 4.5 or equivalent* 
 Completion of year 9 of education in home country 
 Good school report from home country 
* Students whose English level is less than IELTS 4.5 can follow English Language Preparation 

 
Intensive Study 5-6 subjects: 
 
 
 Maths 
 English 
 Computer Studies 
 Accounts 
 Art 
 Biology 
 Combined Science 

 
 

 Chemistry 
 Economics 
 Geography 
 History 
 Modern Languages 
 Physics 
 Psychology 

 



A Level  For access to all 100+ UK universities 

A Levels are internationally recognized university entrance courses  
and Examinations: Year 12 and 13 
 
Start Dates: 
 September (6 terms) January (5 terms) and April (5 terms) 
 1 Year (3 terms) A Level is also available 
 18 to 24 hours per week in class 
 
Entry requirements: 
 Minimum age 15.5 
 IELTS 5.5 or equivalent* 
 Completion of year 10 or 11 depending on country, or GCSEs 

/O Levels. 
 Good Grades 
 

* Students whose English level is less than IELTS 5.5 can follow English Language Preparation 
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A Level  For access to all 100+ UK universities 
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Students choose 4 subjects from the below: 
 
Accounting 
Ancient History/Languages/Civilizations 
Archaeology 
Art 
Business Studies 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Computing 
Economics 
English Literature 
Further Mathematics 
Geography 
Graphic Design 
 

History 
History of Art 
Information Computer Technology 
Latin 
Law 
Mathematics 
Media Studies 
Modern Languages 
Philosophy 
Physics 
Politics 
Psychology 
Sociology 



A Level  For access to all 100+ UK universities 

 

 

Assessment: 
 Examinations: AS modules after first year, A2 modules at the end. 
 National examinations in June, re-sits in January   
 Final grades A*,A,B,C,D, E or U (Fail) 
 A*’s, A’s and B’s required for top universities 

 
 

Oxbridge / Medical preparation sessions weekly 
Interview preparation, philosophy, news and current affairs discussion,  
visiting speakers 
 
Training for STEP Papers and AEA Papers if necessary 
 
Full support with university applications 
Higher education advisor, UCAS assistance, visits to and from  
universities 
 
IELTS training for international students to prepare for the IELTS test  
for university entry. 
 
Scholarships available for excellent students 
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or GCSE 

Middle School  

or GCSE 

A Level 

Year 1 

A Level 

Year 2 

University 

Year 1 

Pathway 

 



A Level Success Rate at Bellerbys 

 In 2010: 

  7 students to Universities of Cambridge and Oxford 

  13 students to London School of Economics 

  31 students to University College London 

  11 students to Imperial College 

  11 students to Warwick University 

 

 45% of all 2009 graduates went to top 10 UK Universities 

 40% achieved AAA or better 

A Level Grade Bellerbys % 2010 National Ave. 2010 

A* 25% 8% 

A* - A 55% 26% 

A* - B 81% 52% 

http://www.jcq.org.uk/national_results/alevels/ 

 

http://www.jcq.org.uk/national_results/alevels/
http://www.jcq.org.uk/national_results/alevels/
http://www.jcq.org.uk/national_results/alevels/


Top A Level Students, 2010 



Foundation   Access to 50+ partner universities 
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Special route to university in the UK for  
international students, wide choice of prestigious  
universities  
 
Start Dates: 
 September, January and April 
 Bellerbys College foundation course is 3 terms 

(1 academic year) 
 25 Hours per week in class 
 
Entry requirements: 
 Minimum age 16.5 
 IELTS 4.5 or equivalent* 
 High School graduation (Science subjects for 

Science & Engineering routes), SH2 Graduation 
also sometimes possible 
 

* Students whose English level is less than IELTS 4.5 can follow English 

Language Preparation 
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Foundation   Access to 50+ partner universities 

 

 

 

Seven subject-specific routes:       
 Business Finance and Management 
 Engineering and Computer Science 

– Petroleum Engineering/Chemical Engineering 
 Science and Pharmacy  
 Management Computer Systems 
 Law and International Relations 
 Humanities: Media/Psychology/Sociology 
 Art & Design  
 
4 core modules in English, Maths, Computing, Study Skills 
6 subject specific modules in above streams 
 
Assessment: 
 Coursework & end of module exams taken each term 
 40% minimum pass mark 
 75% distinction 
 65%+ required for top universities 
 
 Foundation students can enter 50 partner universities, to read 

almost any subject except for medicine, dentistry, and 
veterinary science 



Foundation   Access to 50+ partner universities 

1 University of Wales, Aberystwyth 18 Lancaster University 35 Roehampton University 

2 Anglia Ruskin University 19 University of Leeds 36 London South Bank University 

3 Aston University 20 University of Leicester 37 University of Manchester 

4 Bangor University 21 University of Liverpool 38 Newcastle University 

5 University of Bath 22 Liverpool John Moores University 39 Northumbria University 

6 University of Brighton 23 Loughborough University 40 University of Nottingham 

7 University of Bristol 24 Brunel University 41 Oxford Brookes University 

8 University of Buckingham 25 City University 42 University of Portsmouth 

9 Cardiff University 26 University of East London 43 University of Reading  

10 University of Chester 27 University of Greenwich 44 University of Sheffield 

11 De Montfort University Leicester 28 Goldsmiths, University of London 45 University of Southampton 

12 Durham University 29 Kingston University 46 University of Surrey 

13 University of Essex 30 London Metropolitan University 47 University of Sussex 

14 University of Exeter 31 Middlesex University 48 University of Sunderland 

15 University of Hertfordshire 32 School of Pharmacy, University of 
London 

49 Swansea University 

16 Keele University 33 Queen Mary, University of London 50 University of York 

17 University of Kent 34 Royal Holloway, University of London 

* Universities shown in blue are located n London 



Foundation Success Rate at Bellerbys 

 In 2010: 

 19 Students to Nottingham 

 50 students to Manchester 

 33 Students to Royal Holloway 

 38 Students to City 

 41 Students to Exeter 

 40 Students to Bristol 

 Students went to 72 different universities 

 Students onto degree courses as varied as law, accounting, 

pharmacy, engineering, nutritional science, criminology, actuarial 

science 

 Students also occasionally enter University College London, 

Warwick etc 

 1/3 of students entered top 20 ranked institutions 

 Nearly 80% of graduates went to the top 50 Universities 



Top Foundation Students at Bellerbys, 2010 



Bellerbys Diploma in Business and Management    
For entry into the 2nd Year of degree courses 

Direct entry into year two of business and management degrees at 
selected UK universities 
 
Start Dates: 
 September, January 
 Bellerbys College diploma course is 3 terms (1 academic year) 
 22 contact hours per week (term 1 and 2) 15 contact hours per 
 week (term 3) 
 
Entry requirements: 
 Minimum age 17.5 
 IELTS 5.5 or equivalent* 
 One A Level pass or completion of foundation year 
 or completion of high school in home  country (evidence of 1 year’s 
 further study required for certain countries) 
 
 

Pathway 

1 
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University 

Year 3 

University 

Year 2 

* Students whose English level is less than IELTS 

5.5 can follow English Language Preparation 

 



Bellerbys Diploma in Business and Management    
For entry into the 2nd Year of degree courses 

 
Course Content: 11 Modules 
Academic component: 6 Modules 
 Organizational Behaviour 
 Financial Accounting 
 Operations Management or Business Law 
 Introduction to Economics 
 Introduction to Marketing 
 Introduction to Business and Management 

 
HE Learning Skills Modules: 3 Modules 
 Quantitative Methods 
 Research Skills 
 Information Technology 
 
Non Credit-bearing Modules: 
 Academic English Skills 1 
 Academic English Skills 2 
 
Assessment:  
49% Unseen examinations, 18% Essay based assessments, 18% Case 
studies, 15% Project work 
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Bellerbys Diploma in Business and Management    
For entry into the 2nd Year of degree courses 

Direct progression to year 2 of business undergraduate 

degrees at the below universities: 

 Anglia Ruskin University 

 Brighton University 

 Bournemouth University 

 Bangor University 

 Essex University 

 Kingston University 

 Lancaster University 

 Leeds University 

 Oxford Brookes University 

 Sussex University 

 University of Reading (Henley Business School) 

 

Grades required range from 45% - 65% depending on university and 

course 

 



Masters Qualifying Programme (MQP) 
Access to business masters degrees in the UK 

Vocational 

College 1 

Vocational 

College 2 

Vocational 

 College 3 

MQP 

 

UK Masters 

 Degree 

Pathway 

 

Suitable for: 
 Vocational Diploma / Junior College Diploma holders; 
 Undergraduates from non-business background changing to 

business subjects; 
 Students who completed degree courses but did not obtain 

official degree;  
 

Start Dates: 
 Start dates:  September, January, April, or June 
 Bellerbys course is either 3 terms, 2 terms or 1 term.   

 
Entry requirements: 
 Minimum age 20 
 IELTS 4.5* - IELTS 5.5 reduces the course to two terms 
 Junior College or Higher National Diploma 

 
* Students whose English level is less than IELTS 4.5 can follow English Language Preparation 



Pre-Masters   
 

Specialist Preparation for Masters Degrees in the UK, suitable for  

degree holders: 

 4 start dates each year 

 September, January, April and June 

 12 or 24 weeks 

 Entry requirements: 

 Minimum age 20 

 IELTS 4.5* 

 First degree 

 English Language and study skills / IELTS preparation / GMAT where 

necessary / Masters Placement 

 Brighton and London 



Bellerbys Summer 
 

 Residential course combining intensive English with academic subjects 

 Aim to broaden academic knowledge 

 Improve English skills 

 Taster for Bellerbys and UK study whether after course or later 

 Brighton only: Residence only 

 14-19 grouped by age and English ability 

 14-16 minimum IELTS of 3.0 

 16+ minimum IELTS of 4.0 

 25 hours tuition per week: 15 hours English + 10 of academic study 

 1 full day and one half day excursion per week + evening activities 

 28th June for 4, 6 or 8 weeks or 26th July for 4 weeks 

 Single room ensuite, full board, free internet access and free wireless 

 Cost: 800 GBP not including transfers 

 



English Language Preparation 
Access to all Bellerbys academic courses 

For students who need to improve their English  
level before accessing academic courses; 
 
Bellerbys course is six weeks to one year:                                                    
September – December, January – March,  
April – June, June – September 
 
English Language course content: 
 
 Reading 
 Writing  
 Speaking 
 Listening 
 Study Skills 

 



Your Choice of Centres 

 London 

 Cambridge 

 Oxford 

 Brighton 



Brighton 

 Population: 250,000 

 Seaside location 

 Lively cosmopolitan city with large student 

population 

 Theatres, cinemas, museums, art galleries 

and leisure facilities 

 60 minutes by train from central London 

 Brand new purpose built Study Centre with 

bright, contemporary residence in same 

complex 

 375 single en-suite study bedrooms 

 4 floors of modern teaching space including 

70 classrooms  

 Lecture/Exam Hall 

 Internet café with 50 PCs  

 Wireless internet throughout the building 

Nigel Addison 

Principal 

Computer suite 

Reception 

Cafeteria 

North Laines 











Oxford 

 Population: 140,000   

 Cultural and historical city containing one of  

the world’s most prestigious universities  

 Beautiful villages in surrounding countryside 

 45 minutes by train from central London 

 Central Oxford location 

 Laboratories, IT suites and library 

 Art studio and dark room 

 Self catering residential accommodation 

 Brand New purpose built centre in 

September 2010!  

 

Computer suite 

Reception 

Cafeteria 

Campus 

Julia Southby 
Principal 











 Population: 8 million 

 World class culture, fashion, music, arts and 

entertainment 

 Purpose built centre located 10 minutes walk 

from lively Greenwich Village, which is 15 

minutes by train to central London 

 60 minutes from Gatwick/Heathrow airports 

 On suite residence with 120 en suite rooms  

(catering and self catering) 

 Spacious classrooms 

 Terraced cafeteria 

 Library and cyber suite 

 Science lab & Art room 

Room in residence 

Andy Quin 
Principal 

Reception 

Cafeteria 

Greenwich 

Campus 

London 













Cambridge 

 Population: 110,000 

 Cultural and historical city containing one of  

the world’s most prestigious universities  

 Impressive fine architecture, a very 

picturesque town 

 60 minutes by train from central London 

 Two campuses: Manor and Queens 

 Manor – science laboratories and art studio 

 Large library and study facilities 

 Two cafeterias 

 Residential accommodation at both campuses 

Library 

Reception 

Cafeteria 

Queens campus 

John Rushton 

Principal 











 Host family 

 College residence 
 

 Breakfast and evening meals included 

Home stay  

accommodation 

Living in the UK 

A typical room in one of  

our student residences 



• Small class sizes averaging 9 per 
class 

• Max 15 students per class for 
foundation, max 12 for A Level 

• Individual attention from 
students personal tutor 

• Homework, small tests, mock 
exams, class participation, 
project work 

• Reports sent to student home 
address (twice termly) 

• Assistance with university 
application 

• Higher education counselor in 
each campus 

• Example timetable for 
foundation student >> 

Bellerbys Teaching and Supervision 



Extracurricular activities 

• Music Society 

• Debating Society 

• Pronunciation through 

Poetry & Prose 

• Economics Club 

• Football 

• Basketball 

• Tennis 

• College Magazine 

• Drama Group 

• Badminton 

• Fundraising group for  

"Building Futures" 

 

Student Services and Extracurricular Activities 

Student Services 

• Student Services Manager 

• Host Family Organiser 

• Student Services Assistants 

• Sports & Social Organiser 

• Catering Manager 

• College House Supervisor 

• Language counsellors 

• Higher education fair 

 



Bellerbys in Rankings and Awards 

Ranking: 
• Bellerbys was 116th and 120th in the 

Financial Times 2010 Top 1000 
schools rankings 

• www.ft.com/top-1000-schools-2010 
 
Awards: 
• 12 Good Schools Guide Awards 

since 2008 
• Bellerbys Cambridge has more than 

once  been awarded “best maths A 
Level grades of any English school” 

• Bellerbys Brighton 2010 Best maths 
results at any UK independent 
school 

 
 

http://www.ft.com/top-1000-schools-2010
http://www.ft.com/top-1000-schools-2010
http://www.ft.com/top-1000-schools-2010
http://www.ft.com/top-1000-schools-2010
http://www.ft.com/top-1000-schools-2010
http://www.ft.com/top-1000-schools-2010
http://www.ft.com/top-1000-schools-2010


The Times Good University Guide Rankings, 2011 
& Bellerbys College Placements 2010 

Ranking University A level FDN 

1 University of Oxford 1   

2 University of Cambridge 6   

3 Imperial College 11   

4 University of St Andrews  3   

5 London School of Economics 13   

6 Durham University 7 4 

7 University College London 31   

8 University of Warwick  11 6 

9 University of York 7 13 

10 Lancaster University 2 9 

11 University of Edinburgh 13 4 

12 University of Exeter 4 41 

13 University of Bath 3 11 

14 University of Bristol 14 40 

15 University of Leicester 1 10 

=16 King's College London 11   

=16 Loughborough University 4 19 

18 University of Sheffield 2 14 

19 Southampton University 1 20 

20 University of Nottingham 7 19 



Success Stories, 2010 

Alexander Wood from 
Singapore 

Bellerbys Brighton, 1 Year A 
Level course: A*A*A*A 

Biomedical Engineering, 
Oxford University 

 

 

 

Saran Puaratana Arunkon 
from Thailand 

Bellerbys Brighton, 2 Year A 
Level course: A*A*A*A* 

Engineering, Cambridge 
University 

 

 

 

Anton Ozornin from Russia 

Bellerbys Brighton, 2 Year A 
Level course: A*A*A*A*A*A 

Economics, Cambridge 
University 

 

 

 



Success Stories, 2010 

Madina Tolybaeva from 
Kazakhstan 

2 Year A Level course: 
A*A*A*A*A 

Accounting and Finance, 
London School of Economics 

 

 

 

Phan Thanh Phong from 
Vietnam 

2 Year A Level course: 
A*A*A*A*A* 

Medicine, University College 
London 

 

 

 

Feng He from China 

2 Year A Level course: 
A*A*AAC + AEA Maths 
Distinction 

Mathematics with Statistics, 
Imperial College London 

 



Key advantages 
• The single largest provider of international students for 

universities and institutes of higher education in the UK 
• Over 800 students placed each year into UK universities 
• Guaranteed entry to one of 50 UK universities for foundation 

students 
• Fast and flexible admission process 
• Track record: over 260 students placed into this years top 5 

ranked universities over the last 5 years 

 

Accreditation: 
• Accredited by BAC -  the British Accreditation Council for 
 Independent Further and Higher Education 
• Member of AIHEP -  Association of Independent Higher 

Education Providers 
• Regularly inspected by government body OFSTED 
• On the UK register of Independent Schools registered with the 

Department of Children Schools and Families 

 

 

Key Advantages and Accreditation 

 




